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Investigation #1 Part 3 Owl Pellets
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Materials –  Toothpicks, Water Sprayer, Paper Plates, Napkins, Computer for youtube, soap and water, Copy of Human Body handbook, Owl Pellet Dichotomous Key, Rodent Bone Identification Page, Owl-Pellet Observation Worksheet, Copy of Human Bone Names Sheet
Timing – 75 minutes

Hook – Ask the class the question:  Have you ever seen a cat cough up a hairball?

Students will describe what they viewed.  Ask students if any other animals have behaviors like this?  

Watch 2 youtube videos.  First one is “Cat coughs up hairball” and “Baby Owl   Regurgitates”

Big Idea – How are different types of animal’s bones similar to ours

Procedure 
· Read Foss Science Story “Barn Owls” to students.  Discuss the story with students.  Discuss what they think might be found in the pellets.   Show the students what the pellets look like. 
· Teacher will demonstrate working on the pellet and sorting through it.
· Split class into groups of 3 or 4.  Give each group an owl pellet.  
Give each student a copy of the worksheet “Owl-Pellet Observation.  Have them                       do Part 1 of the worksheet.  
· Teacher will go and split the pellet into 3 or 4 pieces according to group size.  Each student will be given two toothpicks to start breaking apart the pellet and looking for bones.  Have students separate the bones from the fur of the animal or animals.  Place similar looking bones into piles. 
· Do Part 2 of the observation worksheet.  Have students look at sheet with the bone names of a human.  Discuss as a whole class if there are any bones similar to human bones. 
· Do part 3 of the observation worksheet. Give a copy of the Owl Pellet Dichotomous Key and ask the students to work in their groups and try to figure out what kind of animal was in the owl pellet.  Finish Part 3 of the observation worksheet.
Extension – Have students try and figure out how many animals there are in the pellet.  Can you determine the size of the owl based on the number of animals that were inside the pellet.
Reflections – Very engaging for student.  They will easily lose track of time when they are going through the pellet and discovering the bones.  You need to set a time limit on students breaking apart the pellet.  I would say 40-45 minutes max on investigating the pellet.
Extra Materials Needed 

Owl Pellets from Sepup Kit

Tweezers or Forceps for each student

*This lesson pretty much follows the manual.  The only thing that we added was the youtube videos at the beginning as part of the hook.

